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I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM 

 

II. Roll Call 

 

Committee members present:  

 

Mrs. Atkinson x Mr. Lieberman  

Dr. Boccuti x Mrs. Marrone x 

Dr. Castelli x Mrs. Rachlin x 

Mrs. Cosner x Dr. Rodrigues  x 

Mrs. Ge x Mrs. Panzica  

Mrs. Gomez x Mrs. Wood   

Mrs. Gormley  Mr. Zander x 

 

Community members present: 

Mr. Ken Silver 

Mrs. Amy Mangano 

 

III. New Business 

 

2012 Student Assessment Data Presentation 

Superintendent Boccuti presented the 2012 Student Assessment Data, as it was delivered to the 

School Board on Dec 3, 2012.  Due to the size of this presentation it was not distributed 

electronically to the committee, but is available on the NHSD website under the December 3, 

2012 board meeting.   

Key points noted by Dr.  Boccuti in his presentation: 

 There is still no formal direction from PDE regarding how Keystone assessments will be 

used. 

 In support of the special education community, there is no parallel to Keystone that is 

comparable to today’s PASA and PSSA-M as a parallel to today’s PSSA. 

 Out of district placements do count towards AYP 

 Grade level isn’t looked at in the AYP calculations. However we are provided the data by 

grade for analysis (e.g. grade 5 reading = 77.1% and writing = 76.4%, considering PSSA 

+ PSSA-M + PASA). 

 Challenge for a small district like NHSD is in maintaining anonymity of students; can’t 

talk specifically about a subgroup because this could indirectly identify specific students.  

For instance we missed AYP on an IEP subgroup in grade 4 math, and we talk about this 

as ‘grade 3-5 cohort’. 
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Ken Silver spoke regarding the assessment approach and performance at the lower elementary 

level (grades k-2). 

 Currently undergoing a reappraisal of all assessments 

 Overall objective to increase instructional time 

 At early grades, significant focus on character education 

 Based on feedback from middle school level, currently working to revitalize writing 

program 

 

Amy Mangano spoke regarding the assessment approach at the upper elementary level (grades 3-

5) 

 Emphasizes need to look at more than PSSA; need to consider ongoing evaluation of 

performance and progress, and ask the fundamental question, “Are they learning?” 

 Currently team meets every couple of weeks to discuss progress of individual students 

and develop student-specific action plans. 

 This information is carried throughout the student’s career; via Google docs everything 

for that grade moves to next grade level 

 There is also “an excel sheet with every data point for every student”.  This model would 

be more beneficial as student progresses through grades if it were more standardized and 

user-friendly. 

 Professional development is needed to effectively use a formative assessment approach. 

Quakertown is recognized as the leading district in local area re: formative assessment. 

 Goal to increase amount of time dedicated to science program 

 

Committee discussion and questions: 

 

 Committee suggestion to consider a cohort of schools that may repreresent a performance 

stretch or goal for NHSD. Investigate the performance of these cohort schools on 

eMetrics, and then reach out to understand what they do in their programs. 

 Recommendation for “The Death and Life of Great American School System: by Diane 

Ravitch 

 Assessment hinges on understanding a definition of success. NHSD considers a broad, 

“whole child” definition of success, not just success in test scores. 

 Test scores measure learning results but do not guide in understanding effective teacher 

and learning practice.  How do we evaluate the core learning skills – i.e. is a particular 

student a visual learner or kinetic learner; shy or outgoing; etc.  How can this evaluation 

be accomplished without taking years of observation?    

 Grades are a related and challenging concern.  Desire to take pressure off of students who 

presume grades are the only valued result of schooling. Considering option to include 

student’s in parent-teacher conferences in the future, in order to share a broader definition 

of success.   

 

IV. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00PM 


